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Section 1 - Organization Issues  
 

1.1) What is the current status of your County's GIS? 

     Contemplating GIS 
       What are your greatest obstacles in implementing GIS? 
         Funding 
         Justification of GIS systems 
         Lack of adequate staff 
         Other 

              
     Planning 

        What is your anticipated start date?    
 

        What is your anticipated completion date?     
 
     Implementing 

        What is your anticipated completion date?     
     Operating 

       When did your GIS become Operational?                  
     No GIS 
        What are the primary reasons? 
          Lack of funding 
          We have determined GIS is not useful 
          Lack of adequate staff 
          Other 

              
 

1.2) Is your GIS managed: 

     Centrally - Single organization 
     Multi-participant by committee comprised of various departments/individuals 
       If Multi-participant, please list departments/individuals. 

         

     Other 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2  

1.3) Is GIS policy determined: 

     Centrally - Single department 
     Multi-participant by committee comprised of various departments/individuals 
       If Multi-participant, please list departments/individuals. 

          
    Other 

          
 

1.4) Is GIS funded: 

     Centrally 
     Multi-participant by committee comprised of various departments/individuals 
       If Multi-participant, please list departments/individuals. 
 Department % 

     

    

    

     
     Other 

          
 
1.5) How many full-time GIS staff positions does the County support in your 
office or department? 

 

 Part time person only 
 1 
 2 
 3 - 5 
 6 - 8 
 9 - 15 
 More than 15   

 
1.6) How many full-time GIS staff positions does the County support 
in other offices or departments? 

 

 None 
 Don't Know 
 Part time person only 
 1 
 2 
 3 - 5 
 6 - 8 
 9 - 15 
 More than 15   
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1.7) Please list other agencies that you are aware of that utilize GIS and 
how many full-time GIS positions in each. 
      None 
      Don't Know 

      Planning Positions     

      Public Works Positions     

      Environmental Positions     

      Health Positions     

      Fire Dept. Positions     

      Police Dept. Positions     

      Information Technology Positions     

      Sanitation Positions     

      Human Services Positions     

      Emergency Management Positions     

      Transportation Positions     

      Education Positions     

      Other   Positions    

      Other   Positions    

      Other   Positions    
 
1.8) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your GIS 
organizational issues? 
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Section 2 - Applications and Systems  
 

2.1) What are your primary GIS applications? (Check all that apply) 

     Crime Tracking 
     Disease Control 
     Property Record Management and Taxation 
     Emergency Preparedness and Response 
     Vehicle Routing 
     Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) 
     Permitting 
     Inspections 
     Planning and Zoning 
     Infrastructure and Facilities Management 
     Public Information 
     Environmental Protection 

     Other   

     Other   

     Other   
 
2.2) Do any of your applications utilize data that extends beyond your 
County boundaries? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

     If Yes, how difficult is it to get data from other organizations? 

 

 Easy 
 Some what easy 
 Neutral 
 Some what difficult 
 Difficult   

 
2.3) If state or federal funding were available, how would you improve your 
data? Please number in order of priority. 

     Increase Accuracy  

     Implement Applications  

     Build Additional Data Layers  

     Improve Maintenance  

     Create Interjurisdictional or Regional Coverages  

     Hire Staff  
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     Hire Consultants  

     Train Staff  

     Data Distribution System (ie. Internet)  

     Acquire Hardware or Software  

     Other     

     Other     

     Other     
 

2.4) What is your primary GIS operating system platform? 

 

 Windows 
 UNIX 
 Other 

       
 
2.5) What 3rd party software packages support the applications listed 
above? (Check all that apply) 
     ArcView 3.x 
     Intergraph Geomedia 
     ArcCAD Map 
     ArcInfo 7.x 
     ArcGIS 8 - 9 
     Intergraph GIS 

     Other   
 
2.6) Are Computer Aided Drafting/Design (CADD) systems currently 
incorporated into GIS activities? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

    If Yes, please check all that apply. 
         AutoCAD 
         Intergraph 

         Other   
 
2.7) Do you currently have any GIS or CADD standards in place for data 
submissions? 

 
 No 
 Yes   
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2.8) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Applications 
and Systems issues? 
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Section 3 - Data Distribution  
 

3.1) Is GIS data accessible via the Web? 

      Yes URL:  
      Contemplating Web data distribution 
         What are your greatest obstacles in implementing Web data distribution? 
         Funding 
         Justification of Web data distribution 
         Lack of adequate staff 
         Other 

            
     
      Planning 

        What is your anticipated start date?    

        What is your anticipated completion date?    

       
      Implementing 

         What is your anticipated completion date?    
 
      No 
        If No, what are the primary reasons? 
         Lack of funding 
         We have determined Web data distribution is not beneficial 
         Lack of adequate staff 
         Other 

            
 

3.2) Vector data distribution format? 

      ESRI Geodatabase 
      ESRI Coverages 
      ESRI Shapefiles 
      DXF 
      DGN 
      DWG 
      Intergraph 
      None 

      Other  
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3.3) Image data distribution format? 

      TIFF 
      GeoTIFF 
      MrSID 
      Other 

         
 

3.4) Distribution media (other than Web)? 

      CD 

      File Transfer Protocal (FTP) 

      Other 

         
 

3.5) Does your County publish distribution info? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 

3.6) Does your County charge a fee for distribution? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

    If Yes, do fees go back directly to GIS activities? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 
3.7) Would your County be willing to share your data (and charges 
associated) for the purposes of a State-wide data clearinghouse? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 
3.8) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Data 
Distribution issues? 
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Section 4 - Additional GIS Contacts 
 

 First Name:  

 Last Name:  

 Type of Contact:  County   Municipal  

 Office:  

 Phone: 
   Ext:  

 

 Email:  
 

 
 

 First Name:  

 Last Name:  

 Type of Contact:  County   Municipal  

 Office:  

 Phone: 
   Ext:  

 

 Email:  
 

 
 

 First Name:  

 Last Name:  

 Type of Contact:  County   Municipal  

 Office:  

 Phone: 
   Ext:  

 

 Email:  
 

 
 

 First Name:  

 Last Name:  

 Type of Contact:  County   Municipal  

 Office:  

 Phone: 
   Ext:  

 

 Email:  
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Section 5 - Geodetic Control  
 

The following questions are in regards to monumented points that support your GIS. 
 

5.1) How many monumented control points were/are utilized for GIS 
purposes (horizontal only)? 

     1st   

     2nd   

     3rd   

     A   

     B   

     Other   
 

5.2) How many are bluebooked by NGS? 

     Submitted   

     Accepted   
 
5.3) Has your county performed, or is in the process of, a section corner 
recovery project? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   

       If Yes, what was/is the completion date?      
 

5.4) Are survey functions performed by County personnel? 

 

 Don't Know 
 No 
 Some 
 All   

 
5.5) Does your County have, or is in the process of, a Continuously 
Operating Reference Station (CORS)? 

 

 No and we have no plans to acquire 
 We are planning/budgeting now and should be operational  

     

 We have been operational since  
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5.8) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Geodetic 
Control? 
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Section 6a - Digital Ortho Photo Imagery  
 

6.1) Does your County use digital ortho photos?  

 
 No 
 Yes   

 

6.2) Date of your most recent imagery?  
 

6.3) What type of imagery do you have (Check all that apply)? 

 

 Monochrome/B&W 
 Color 
 Color Infrared 
 Other 

      
 
6.4) Please indicate the Map Scale Accuracy of your most recent project (if 
multiple, check all that apply). 

 

 1"=50' (1:600 NMAS +-1.25') 
 1"=100' (1:1200 NMAS +-2.5') 
 1"=200' (1:2400 NMAS +-5.0') 
 1"=400' (1:4800 NMAS +-10.0') 
 Other 

      
 
6.5) Pixel Resolution of your most recent project (if multiple, check all that 
apply). 

 

 3" 
 6" 
 1' 
 2' 
 Other 

      
 

6.6) Type of Acquisition 

 

 Traditional Aerial Camera 
 Digital Camera 
 Other 
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6.7) What was the delivery format? 

 

 HDF 
 GeoTIFF 
 TIFF (with World File) 
 MrSID 
 JPEG 
 Other 

      
 

6.8) Have contours been generated for your County? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

        If Yes, what was the contour interval?  

 

 1' 
 2' 
 4' 
 5' 
 10' 
 Other 

     
 

6.9) What is your Planned Update/Re-fly Cycle? 

     All new imagery every   years           

     Updated imagery every   years           
     No planned updates 
     Other 

         
 

6.10) If applicable, will updating your contours be part of the update cycle? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   
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The following questions deal with earth surface information commonly referred to as Digital 
Elevation Models (DEMs) and Digital Terrain Models (DTMs) that are used in orthorectification 
and contour generation processes. A DEM is a representation of the elevation of terrain at 
regularly spaced intervals in x and y directions or basically a "grid" of points with z values. A 
DEM may be supplemented with additional data called "break lines" and is sufficient for 
orthorectification of imagery. However, if contours are to be generated, then an enhanced 
model called a DTM must be generated. The DTM is similar to a DEM but incorporates 
additional surface definition points and lines called mass points and break lines. These points 
and lines are strategically placed to ensure a much more dense set of criteria to represent the
earth's surface. 
 

6.11) What source was used in creating the most current DEM or DTM? 

 

 Created New from Photogrammatic Processes 
 Used Existing - USGS DEM 
 Used Existing - Updated from previous project 
 LIDAR 
 Don't Know   

 
6.12) Was the DEM (Grid points and break lines) or DTM (Mass points and 
break lines) considered a deliverable with the project? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   

        If Yes, is it available through your County? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 
6.13) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your ortho photo 
imagery? 
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Section 6b - Satellite Imagery  
6.14) Does your County use satellite imagery? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

    If Yes, what is the primary use of the imagery?  
 

6.15) Date of your most recent imagery?  
 

6.16) What type of Imagery? 

 

 Panchromatic 
 Multi-spectral 
 Hyperspectral 
 Other 

     
 

6.17) What is the pixel resolution of your imagery? 

 

 Submeter 
 2.5 Meter 
 5 Meter 
 10 Meter 
 30 Meter 
 Other 

     
 

6.18) Type of Satellite? 

 

 LANDSAT 
 IKONOS 
 Other 

    
 
 
6.19) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your satellite 
imagery? 
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Section 7 - Transportation  
 

7.1) What is the current status of road centerline data in your County? 

     Contemplating centerline data 
         What are your greatest obstacles in obtaining centerline data? 
         Funding 
         Justification of Usefullness 
         Lack of adequate staff 
         Other 

           
     
     Planning 

        What is your anticipated start date?    

        What is your anticipated completion date?    
       
     Implementing 

         What is your anticipated completion date?    
 
     Operating 

         When did you begin using centerline data?    
 
     Don't currently have or maintain any centerline data 
        If No, what are the primary reasons? 
         Funding 
         Justification of Usefullness 
         Lack of adequate staff 
         Other 

           
 
7.2) In the case of divided highways and raods, how is the data 
represented? 

 
 A single line is used to represent both travel paths 
 Each travel path has its own representation  
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7.3) Does the centerline data have any of the following attributes (check all 
that apply)? 

 

 Street Name 
 Route Numbers 
 Alias 
 Address Range 
 Site Address 
 Directional Component 
 Road Type 
 Road Description   

 

7.4) Were standards used for the attributes above? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   

    If Yes, please list standard 

    Street/Road Name Standard    

    Addressing Standard    
 

7.5) Does your County publish distribution info? 

 

 Weekly 
 Monthly 
 Quarterly 
 Semi-Annually 
 Annually   

 

7.8) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Centerlines? 
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Section 8 - Hydrography  
 

8.1) Does your County use Hydrography data? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 
8.2) Does the data have any of the following attributes (check all that 
apply)? 

 

 Position 
 Frequency 
 Name 
 Alias 
 Directional Components 
 Double line representation for major (some) waterways  

 

 Other  

 Other  

 Other   
 

8.3) Were standards used for the attributes above? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   

    If Yes, please list standard 

        
 

8.4) Are you currently using the EPA/REACH files? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   

 
8.5) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Hydrography 
data? 
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Section 9 - Cadastral  
 

9.1) Do you have the original Land Subdivision boundaries (such as the 
Connecticut Western Reserve, the Virginia Military Survey, Old Seven 
Ranges, Congress Lands, Ohio Company Purchase, Between the Miamis, U.S. 
Military District, etc.) as part of your GIS? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes  

 

If Yes, what was the source?  
 County auditor tax maps 
 Original Survey 
 Public Land Survey 
 U.S. Geological Survey 
 Federal government 
 State government 
 Other  

   
 

9.2) How was the Original Land Subdivisions converted to a GIS? 

 

 Don't Know 
 Resurveying to locate the section and lot corners 
 Manual digitizing of the tax maps 
 Scanning and heads up digitizing of the tax maps 
 Other  

   
 
9.3) Does your County currently maintain any GIS mapping in reguards to 
subsurface rights? 

 
 Don't Know 
 No 
 Yes   

 

9.4) What level of information is associated with property or cadastral data? 

 

 Parcel boundaries 
 Lot Lines 
 Dimensions 
 Assessed acreage 
 Calculated acreage 
 Right of way (ROW) 
 Railroad ROW 
 Easements 
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 Deed acreage 
 Drops 
 Subdivision names 
 Tract lines 
 Other  

   
 

9.5) In  what form is your County's CAMA data? 

 
 Digital 
 Paper only   

 
9.6) Is your information currently linked to the Computer Assisted Mass 
Appraisal (CAMA) or assessment data? 

 
 No 
 Yes  

 

If yes, what type of linkage?  
 Direct/Real Time 
 Indirect/Batch Processing   

 

9.7) Is your County's CAMA data available on-line? 

 

 No 
 Yes 

URL:   
 

9.8) How many parcels are in your County? 

     
 

9.9) Parcel Tax Map Conversion was completed? 

 
 In-House 
 Vendor  

   
 
9.10) What percentage of your County's parcel layer is complete? 

    %  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 21

9.11) Which methodology or combinations of methodologies were used to 
convert tax maps to a digital environment? 

 

 Tablet Digitize 
 Deed Research 
 Best Fit/Rubber-sheeting 
 Coordinate Geometry (COGO) 
 Other  

   
 
9.12) What information was used as a base for this conversion? (If more 
than one source was used, please specify the order of priority held for 
sources.) 

  Digital Orthophotos Priority    

  Existing Scanned Tax Maps Priority    

  Monumentation/GPS Priority    

  Road Centerline (COGO) Priority    

  Other   Priority     
 
9.13) What is the estimated spatial accuracy of the parcel boundaries? 

 

 1" = 50' (1:600 NMAS +-1.25') 
 1" = 100' (1:1200 NMAS +-2.5') 
 1" = 200' (1:2400 NMAS +-5.0') 
 1" = 400' (1:4800 NMAS +-10.0') 
 Other  

   
 
9.14) What methodology was used to create your Parcel Identification 
Number (PIN)? 

 

 Don't Know 
 Map Based 
 Geographic Coordinates 
 Rectangular Survey 
 Other  

   
 

9.15) Do you maintain a "Parent - Child" relationship on PIN? 

 
 No 
 Yes   
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9.16) Do you retire or recycle the Parent PIN? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 
9.17) In cases of one-to-many relationships such as Condo's or 
multistructure uses, how is this information mapped in your GIS? 

 

 As a separate polygon coverage 
 As a separate point coverage 
 As region coverage 
 Not mapped 
 Other  

   
 

9.18)Which office is responsible for parcel maintenance (record keeping)? 

 
 Auditors 
 Engineers 
 Other  

   
 

9.19)Which office is responsible for GIS maintenance of parcels (linework)? 

 
 Auditors 
 Engineers 
 Other  

   
 

9.20) What type of software is usedfor parcel maintenance? 

 

 CAD 
 GIS 
 NovaLIS 
 ProMap 
 Other  

   
 
9.21) Approximately how many new subdivisions are added to your County 
on an annual basis? 

     
 
9.22) Approximately how many splits and combinations occur in your 
County on an annual basis? 
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9.23) Approximately how many annexations take place in your County on an 
annual basis? 

     
 
9.24) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your cadastral 
data? 
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Section 10 - Metadata  
 

10.1) Does your County maintain any metadata? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 

10.2) Is metadata accessible through your organizations website? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 

10.3) What guidelines or standards does your organization use? 

 

  
 
10.4) Does your organization implement software to generate metadata for 
publication? 

 
 No 
 Yes   

 

10.5) What file-format is your organizations metadata? 

 

 XML 
 HTML 
 Text 
 ASCII 
 PDF 
 DOC 
 WPD 
 Internal (ESRI ArcGIS) 
 Other  

   
 

10.6) What types/levels of data are metadata created and maintained? 

 
 Coverage 
 Feature   
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10.7) How often is your organization's metadata updated? 

 

 At time of creation or edit 
 Weekly 
 Monthly 
 Quarterly 
 Semi-Annually 
 Annually 
 Never   

 

10.8) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Centerlines? 
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Section 11a - Data  
 

11.1) Please identify which information you currently use and identify the 
Geographic extents, its currency (or maintenance schedule) and the source. 
 

 Valid Domains are: 

 

Currency Source Extent 
Daily 
Weekly 
Monthly 
Quarterly 
Semi-Annually 
Annually 
Intermittently 

Legal Description Full 
Digitized from Hard Copy 
Downloaded/Copied from Other Source 
Photogrammetric Processing 
GPS Data Collection 
Tabular Data 
Heads-Up Digitize Using Base Data 
XY Coordinate Construction 

Full County Coverage 
Partial County 
Coverage 

 
  

Data Currency Source Extent 

Jurisdictional    

City   

Township   

Village   

County   

Transportation    

State Roads   

County Roads   

Township Roads   

City Streets   

Private Roads   

Park Roads   

Alleys   

Unpaved Roads   

Edge of Pavement   

Railroads   

Abandoned Railroads   

Bridges   
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Airports   

Curb Lines   

Sidewalks   

Bike Paths   

Trails/Walkways   

Traffic Analysis Zones   

Guard Rails   

Paved Parking   

Unpaved Parking   

Demographic    

Taxing Districts   

School Districts   

Census Tract   

Electoral District   

Zip Code Boundaries   
Telephone Area Code 
Boundaries   
School District Service 
Areas   

Census Blockgroups   

Census Block   

Precinct   

Ward   

Public Safety    

Police Districts/Beats   

911 Service Area   

Health District   

Fire Response Zones   

Structures   

Building Footprints   

Building Points   
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Sheds   

Trailer Parks   

Cemeteries   

Fence Lines   

Retaining Walls   

Swimming Pools   

Golf Courses   

Quarries/Pits   
Above Ground 
Pipelines   

Hydrography    

Rivers   

Canals   

Creeks   

Drainage   

Flood Plains   

Lakes   

Ponds   

Swamps   

Wetlands   

Dams   

Catch Basins   

Culverts   

Headwalls   

Utilities    

Utility Service Areas   
Sewer & Water 
Districts   

Power Poles   

Street Lights   

Power Substations   
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Transmission Towers   

Cell Phone Towers   

Fire Hydrants   

Manholes   

Water Mains   

Sewer Mains   

Pump Stations   

Water Towers   

Water Appurtenances   

Sewer Appurtenances   

Sewer Connections   

Water Connections   

Image Data    
Digital 
Orthophotography   

Satellite Imagery   

Planning    

Land Use (Current)   
Future Land Use 
(Comprehensive Plan)   

Zoning   
Local Neighborhood or 
Planning Districts   

Miscellaneous    

Contours   

Tree Mass   

Historical District   

Parks/Recreation   
Court Jurisdictional 
Boundaries   

Library Districts   
Alcohol Sales "dry" 
Districts   
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Other    

   

   

   

   

   

Do you have any additional comments? 
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Section 11b - Data  
 

11.2) Has your County adopted any general accuracy standards? 

 

 None - Varies 

 1" = 50' (1:600 NMAS +-1.25') 

 1" = 100' (1:1200 NMAS +-2.5') 

 1" = 200' (1:2400 NMAS +-5.0') 

 1" = 400' (1:4800 NMAS +-10.0') 

 Greater than 1" = 400'   
 

11.3) What Projection/Coordinate System is used for your County? 

  UTM 
  State Plane 

 
 North 

 South  
  Geographic 

  Other  
  Don't Know  
 

11.4) What units of measurement are used? (Check all that apply) 

 

 Don't Know 

 US Survey Feet 

 Meters 

 Other  
   
 

11.5) What Horizontal Datum is used? 

  Don't Know 
  NAD27 
  NAD83 
 Adjustments? 

 

 Don't Know 

 WG83 

 86 Adjustment 

 95 HARN 

 Other  
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  Other   
 

11.6) What Vertical Datum is used? 

 

 Don't Know 

 None 

 NGVD29 

 NAVD88 

 Other  
   
 

11.7) Do you have any additional comments in regards to your Centerlines? 

     
 




