


IT’S BEEN 30 YEARS…
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HOW HAVE WE DONE THIS FOR THE 
PAST 30 YEARS?



Your crica 1990 photo here
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30 years of ESRI software
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GIS is Everywhere



POLL QUESTION



FINDING YOUR WAY AS A GIS 
PROFESSIONAL



Continued Learning

















FRIENDLY ADVICE FOR THE JOURNEY

•FIND YOUR PEOPLE

•ALWAYS ASK FOR DIRECTIONS 

•IT’S OK TO CRY… SCREAM…AND LAUGH

•DON’T BE AFRAID TO TRY NEW THINGS



Image credits: Library of Congress



SOMETIMES THINGS JUST GO SIDEWAYS…



SOMETIMES THINGS JUST GO SIDEWAYS…



WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO GET LOST?

•WRONG MAP PROJECTION

•WRONG ANALYSIS SETTINGS

•BAD DATA TYPES

•BROKEN DATA LINKS OR URLS

•FEELING OVERWHELMED AT TECHNOLOGY CHANGES

•WONDERING IF YOU’RE IN THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME

•THAT REPLY-ALL EMAIL…



SOME THINGS TO MAKE YOU FEEL A BIT BETTER
(I HOPE NONE OF YOU WERE THE AUTHORS)

HTTPS://WWW.VOX.COM/2015/2/18/8056325/BAD-MAPS











FRIENDLY ADVICE FOR WHEN YOU GET LOST

•FIND YOUR PEOPLE

•ALWAYS ASK FOR DIRECTIONS 

•IT’S OK TO CRY… SCREAM…AND LAUGH

•DON’T BE AFRAID TO TRY NEW THINGS

•BE WILLING TO SAY “THANK YOU” OR “I’M SORRY”



POLL QUESTION





WHAT DOES THIS EVEN LOOK LIKE?

•REGIONAL, STATE, & NATIONAL AWARDS

•DASHBOARDS

•APPS

•COLLABORATION & CONNECTION

•VOLUNTEERING, DISASTER RESPONSE, COMMUNITY MAPPING



WHAT DOES THIS EVEN LOOK LIKE?

•CUSTOMER OR LOCAL CITIZEN WHO REACHES OUT WITH A 

REQUEST

•THE CO-WORKER YOU SIMPLY LISTEN TO

•THE GRACE YOU GIVE WHEN SOMEONE ELSE SCREWS UP

•THE WILLINGNESS TO DO EVEN MORE…WITH LESS

•SIMPLY SHOWING UP EACH DAY AND DOING YOUR JOB







FRIENDLY ADVICE FOR MAKING YOUR MARK

•FIND YOUR PEOPLE

•ALWAYS ASK FOR DIRECTIONS 

•IT’S OK TO CRY… SCREAM…AND LAUGH

•DON’T BE AFRAID TO TRY NEW THINGS

•BE WILLING TO SAY “THANK YOU” OR “I’M SORRY”

•TRUST YOURSELF MORE THAN YOU ARE INCLINED

•REACH BACK – DON’T JUST HELP PEOPLE TO WHERE YOU ARE, BE 

WILLING TO LAUNCH THEM EVEN FURTHER




