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Wildfires in Ohio? 
 A chronic, statewide problem 

o Annual average reported: 7,451 
(NFIRS 2003-2016) 

o Average for last five years: 5,884 
(NFIRS 2012-2016) 

 Not as big or dramatic as fires in 
other states 

 Each fire poses a potential threat to 
life and property 

 Ohio fire departments not 
adequately equipped or trained to 
safely suppress 
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Ohio Wildfires 
2003-2016 NFIRS Reporting 

Long-Term Average: 

7,451 
(2003-2016) 

5-Year Average: 
5,884 

(2012-2016) 
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Logan County Wildfires 
2003-2016 NFIRS Reporting 

Long-Term Avg: 41/yr 
Five-Year Avg: 30/yr 

Wildfires in Logan County 



95% Human Caused (at least) 

Field fire caused by careless dumping of charcoal grill 
ashes (Logan County, March 2016); there were 10+ piles 
of ashes before one finally started a fire 



Wildfire Hazard Classification Factors 
Possible Score Range: 5 – 22 

Fire Environment (3 – 11) Fire Dept. Response (2 – 8) Modifiers (0 – 2) 

 Fire History (1 – 4) 
 Fuels (1 – 3) 
 Slope (1 – 4) 

 Brush Unit Distance (1 – 4) 
 Fire Dept. Staffing (1 – 4) 

 WUI Blocks (+1) 
 Limited Water Supply (+1) 

Hazard Classes 

High 
 

15 – 22 
 

1.9% 

Moderate 
 

12 – 14 
 

64.2% 

Low 
 

8 – 11 
 

27.5% 

Very Low 
 

3 – 7 
 

1.5% 



Historic Ignition Density 



Low (1) 
11.88% 

Moderate (2) 
59.84% 

High (3) 21.95% 

Very High (4) 6.33% 

Fire Occurrence Class 
Percentage of Land Area 

NFIRS Reporting 2003-2016 
Logan County: 578 
Study Area: 1,173 



Fire Size Class Distribution 



Class A (up to 0.25 ac) 
67.13% 

Class B (0.25 - 10 ac) 
28.03% 

Class C (10 - 100 ac) 
4.67% 

Class D (100 - 300 ac) 
0.17% 

Fires by NWCG Size Class 
Logan County, Ohio 2003-2016 



Potential Wildland 
Fuels 



Grass 
19.15% 

Forest 
16.44% 

Agricultural 
59.44% 

Developed 
2.89% 

Water 2.08% 

Fuel Category 
Percent of Land Cover 

Category Hazard Class 

Agricultural High (3) 

Forest Moderate (2) 

Grass, etc. Low (1) 

Not Burnable 
(developed, water) 

None (0) 

Fuels derived from 2016 USDA CropScape land 
cover data 



Slope Impact 
Category 



Distance to Jurisdictional Brush Unit 



Jurisdictional Brush Unit Staffing 



4.6% of total area 

Hydranted Areas 



1.7% of total area 

Wildland-Urban 
Interface (WUI) 

More Info on USFS Study: 
http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/data/WUI 



Composite Hazard 
Classification 



Autumn fire 
occurrence data used 
in Facebook 
prevention messaging 















Thank You! 


