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HistoryHistory

Geauga CountyGeauga County’’s oil and gas well s oil and gas well 
administrator (Susan Kotapish) was administrator (Susan Kotapish) was 
trying to find the production volume of trying to find the production volume of 
the unannounced gas well less than 150the unannounced gas well less than 150’’
from our property. Not finding it, she from our property. Not finding it, she 
wondered if this, or other wells, might wondered if this, or other wells, might 
be missing on County records.be missing on County records.



Standard MaintenanceStandard Maintenance



HistoryHistory
H.B. 278, in effect since September 2004, put H.B. 278, in effect since September 2004, put 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources in the Ohio Department of Natural Resources in 
charge of issuing permits for natural gas and oil charge of issuing permits for natural gas and oil 
wells in the state. Previously, drillers had to wells in the state. Previously, drillers had to 
obtain permits from the cities, villages and obtain permits from the cities, villages and 
townships where the wells were to be sunk.townships where the wells were to be sunk.

House Bill 278 opened the door to oil and gas House Bill 278 opened the door to oil and gas 
well drilling throughout the State.well drilling throughout the State.



HistoryHistory

Companies are Companies are 
required to file required to file 
a Form 6, Ohio a Form 6, Ohio 
Return of Oil Return of Oil 
and Gas and Gas 
Properties. Properties. 



HistoryHistory
She discovered that oil and gas well She discovered that oil and gas well 
operators were not always filing operators were not always filing 
forms 6 and A with the State in a forms 6 and A with the State in a 
timely fashion or sometimes at all, timely fashion or sometimes at all, 
thus avoiding paying taxes due. thus avoiding paying taxes due. 
Imagine that, an oil company not Imagine that, an oil company not 
being a good corporate citizen.being a good corporate citizen.



The rare bald scowling pelicanThe rare bald scowling pelican



Our World
By: Thomas Stewart, Executive Vice President
Today in the United States a relentless societal attack on the 
oil and gas exploration and production industry is underway. 
The attack is promoted by richly funded organizations 
opposed to oil and gas development. They own the 
Congress, the Presidency and, for the most part, the media. 
They own the American mind.



HistoryHistory
Geauga County GIS staff compared Geauga County GIS staff compared 
the Statethe State’’s gas well list to those in s gas well list to those in 
their GIS and determined which wells their GIS and determined which wells 
were unknown to Geauga County. were unknown to Geauga County. 
This step can also be completed by This step can also be completed by 
requesting a list of gas wells from requesting a list of gas wells from 
your Auditoryour Auditor’’s system. s system. 



HistoryHistory
After seeing the results of Geauga After seeing the results of Geauga 
CountyCounty’’s process, I requested a s process, I requested a 
complete list of gas wells from the complete list of gas wells from the 
State and started the same process State and started the same process 
pioneered in Geauga. pioneered in Geauga. 



Missing revenuesMissing revenues

Significant revenues are potentially Significant revenues are potentially 
being lost to the citizens of your being lost to the citizens of your 
County. My interest was perked as County. My interest was perked as 
one operatorone operator’’s eight wells in Geauga s eight wells in Geauga 
provided over $10,000 in back taxes provided over $10,000 in back taxes 
due for failure to report for two due for failure to report for two 
years. years. 



Missing revenuesMissing revenues
Lake County Gas & Oil revenues Lake County Gas & Oil revenues 
jumped from $693,710 in 2008 to jumped from $693,710 in 2008 to 
$1,807,260, AN INCREASE OF $1,807,260, AN INCREASE OF 
$ 1,113,500 for one year!$ 1,113,500 for one year!



CollectionCollection
The amount calculated to be due can The amount calculated to be due can 
be added to the first half taxes or a be added to the first half taxes or a 
separate tax bill can be produced. separate tax bill can be produced. 



Missing revenuesMissing revenues

Per Ed Per Ed SamselSamsel, Counsel for the State , Counsel for the State 
of Ohio Tax Equalization Division,. of Ohio Tax Equalization Division,. 
Counties are authorized to go back Counties are authorized to go back 
five years. No penalty or interest may five years. No penalty or interest may 
be added to the amount of taxes be added to the amount of taxes 
computed.computed.



CollectionCollection
No penalty or interest may be added No penalty or interest may be added 
because the well is not delinquent on because the well is not delinquent on 
taxes but rather is deemed as a taxes but rather is deemed as a 
failure to file. This is like finding a failure to file. This is like finding a 
home in the woods never on the tax home in the woods never on the tax 
rolls.rolls.



Recovery processRecovery process

ODNR website can be used to ODNR website can be used to 
investigate and print out report investigate and print out report 
documents, to be compared with documents, to be compared with 
your Auditoryour Auditor’’s information. This form s information. This form 
can be attached to a form letter to can be attached to a form letter to 
any missing wellsany missing wells’’ operator which operator which 
will explain the requirement of their will explain the requirement of their 
filing forms 6 or 6A for their well.filing forms 6 or 6A for their well.



Recovery processRecovery process

ODNR website to access StateODNR website to access State--
registered wells:registered wells:

http://http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/OHRbdmswww.dnr.state.oh.us/OHRbdms
Online/WebReportAccordion.aspxOnline/WebReportAccordion.aspx



ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report 
Production web page Production web page –– Emergency Emergency 

Response Well InformationResponse Well Information
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ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report 
Production web page Production web page –– Emergency Emergency 
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ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report 
Production web page Production web page –– Emergency Emergency 

Response Well InformationResponse Well Information

However – The online database is not 
completely current, as there is a backlog 
of data entry given the explosion of wells 
across the state.



Recovery processRecovery process
Contact ODNR and request a spreadsheet of all 
wells in your county. This will provide the well 
numbers that can then be cross checked with your 
Auditor’s well data.

Northern District:
Marlene Hall, (very supportive) 
ODNR - Division of Mineral Resources Management 
Uniontown Field Office 
Phone: 330-896-0616 
Marlene.Hall@dnr.state.oh.us





Recovery processRecovery process

Use the search option to bring up Use the search option to bring up 
the well reports by API well number. the well reports by API well number. 
Using the County = Using the County = YourCountyNameYourCountyName
option is limited to 100 resultsoption is limited to 100 results



ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report ODNR Oil and Gas Well Report 
Production web page Production web page –– Search OptionSearch Option





Search Option by API Well NumberSearch Option by API Well Number





ODNR Oil and Gas Well WebsiteODNR Oil and Gas Well Website
View Well View Well MashupMashup



ODNR Oil and Gas Well WebsiteODNR Oil and Gas Well Website
View Well View Well MashupMashup



Ohio Well Completions ReportOhio Well Completions Report



Ohio Well Completions ReportOhio Well Completions Report

This portion of the API Well Number should 
correlate to the well number in the Auditor’s 
system for County registered wells.



Recovery process Recovery process –– back yearsback years

You can also create a spreadsheet which You can also create a spreadsheet which 
will calculate the taxable value for each will calculate the taxable value for each 
well based upon the given years of well based upon the given years of 
production and appropriate rates. This can production and appropriate rates. This can 
be developed from the tax rate be developed from the tax rate 
determination for the production of oil and determination for the production of oil and 
gas sent each year from the Ohio Dept of gas sent each year from the Ohio Dept of 
Taxation .Taxation .



Legal AuthorityLegal Authority



LegalLegal
AuthorityAuthority



EnforcementEnforcement

If an oil and Gas well operator If an oil and Gas well operator 
refuses to pay the tax and the bill refuses to pay the tax and the bill 
becomes delinquent, the well can be becomes delinquent, the well can be 
seized just like real property.seized just like real property.



Follow up neededFollow up needed
We had 26 wells permitted but not yet in We had 26 wells permitted but not yet in 
production. Follow up will be needed to production. Follow up will be needed to 
capture these when production begins. This capture these when production begins. This 
situation will most likely exist for you.situation will most likely exist for you.



Lighting Assessment QA/QCLighting Assessment QA/QC

County AuditorCounty Auditor’’s provide the s provide the 
mechanism to administer the mechanism to administer the 
collection of various assessments. collection of various assessments. 
Examples include sewers, water Examples include sewers, water 
lines, .... and street lighting.lines, .... and street lighting.



Lighting Assessment processLighting Assessment process

On an annual basis, local political On an annual basis, local political 
subdivisions are responsible to notify the subdivisions are responsible to notify the 
AuditorAuditor’’s Office of new parcels that need s Office of new parcels that need 
to be included in the assessment. This is to be included in the assessment. This is 
typically due to lot splits or development typically due to lot splits or development 
occurring within the assessment district.occurring within the assessment district.



Lighting Assessment processLighting Assessment process

Over time, some jurisdictions may lose Over time, some jurisdictions may lose 
track of what new parcels are involved track of what new parcels are involved 
with the lighting assessment. with the lighting assessment. 

Request the assessment list from your Request the assessment list from your 
AuditorAuditor’’s Office to identify who is currently s Office to identify who is currently 
on the assessment.on the assessment.



Lighting Assessment processLighting Assessment process
AuditorAuditor’’s assessment lists assessment list



Lighting Assessment processLighting Assessment process

Use this assessment list to create a Use this assessment list to create a 
parcel based GIS layer of those parcel based GIS layer of those 
properties currently on the properties currently on the 
assessment.assessment.



Lighting Assessment processLighting Assessment process

Using the map, missing parcels Using the map, missing parcels 
can be quickly identified. Grey can be quickly identified. Grey 
parcels denote those parcels parcels denote those parcels 
being assessed.being assessed.



Lighting Assessment processLighting Assessment process
FiftyFifty--five parcels were identified to be included. five parcels were identified to be included. 
Yellow parcels denote those parcels identified to Yellow parcels denote those parcels identified to 
be added to  assessment district.be added to  assessment district.



Lighting Assessment ROILighting Assessment ROI

We are deploying an We are deploying an ArcExplorerArcExplorer
application for the Township to allow them application for the Township to allow them 
to review this further as they refine their to review this further as they refine their 
assessment district list.assessment district list.

Other jurisdictions have already expressed Other jurisdictions have already expressed 
interest in working through the same interest in working through the same 
process.process.



QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
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